How To Clean Your Mac Laptop — And Keep It Clean

Cleaning Your Screen

If your screen is like most, it’s a magnet for dust and fingerprints. If you’re tempted to just spray some Windex on it and wipe it down with a paper towel, don’t. This is a delicate LCD panel, which requires a bit more care. Here’s a better approach:

1. Turn off your laptop.

2. Use the Laptop Screen Cleaner that all teachers have available. 

3. Use a clean, soft, lint-free cloth; paper products or rough fabrics can scratch your screen. Your classroom teacher should have this along with the Screen Cleaner.

4. Spray your cleaning solution on the cloth, not the screen; this keeps the liquid from dripping into the screen’s casing.

5. Place a towel or another soft fabric on a flat table, and then lay the back of your laptop’s screen on the fabric, holding the laptop’s body up with one hand. With the other hand, use the dampened cloth to wipe your laptop screen, gently, in a circular motion. This keeps the screen stationary and reduces the risk that you’ll damage it during cleaning. Don’t worry about absorbing all the liquid; small streaks should evaporate on their own.

Keys to a Clean Keyboard

The keyboard is the grimiest part of any computer. Unfortunately, it’s also the most difficult part of a computer to clean; there are just so many places for dirt, dust, and hair to hide. Although it’s impossible to get a laptop keyboard as clean as it was when it was new, there are a couple of things you can do to freshen it up.

First, you can get a good deal of the crud out of a keyboard by using good old compressed air; most electronics stores sell cans of Dust-Off, by Falcon Safety Products, for a few dollars each. Hold the can’s nozzle close to the keyboard surface and then blow air across the keyboard, along the horizontal spaces between rows of keys. Be sure to keep the can upright; tilting it risks expelling the can’s contents in (potentially dangerous) liquid form.

Second, you can wipe down the surfaces of your keys with a soft cloth and a solution like the one you used to clean your screen; again, dampen the cloth, not the keys. It’s best to do this when your laptop is turned off. 

